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The exemptions are intended to apply where ‘… the development is permissible and meets 
the relevant planning controls in a local environmental plan, development control plan and/or 
state environmental planning policy’ however notification needs to occur immediately 
following lodgment of an application. This means that a Council has not yet assessed the 
application to determine if it does or does not ‘..meet the relevant planning controls…’ and 
therefore the proposed exemptions will be difficult to implement from a practical sense. It is 
therefore suggested that the exemption be based on ‘development types’ so that this is easily 
identifiable upon application lodgement. In Council’s experience it is common for DAs to seek 
a variation of DCP controls. Identifying if a DA includes a DCP variation often involves a full 
assessment of a DA to determine if there are any variations proposed.  

Council’s general practice is to issue the fee request as part of the DA lodgement fees. 
Therefore, the notification requirements need to be determined as part of the application 
lodgement process. As noted above, it will be unclear if an application is fully compliant, and 
therefore whether an exemption does or does not apply until the assessment has been 
completed.  
In a practical sense to comply with the draft CPP if a DCP variation is identified later in the 
assessment, this would have the effect of prolonging the assessment timeline due to the 
impact of Council raising notification fees after lodgement and the exhibition period not 
occurring in the early stages of the assessment.  It is suggested that the exemptions be 
revised and granted on the following basis: 

- is permissible in the relevant zone;  

- meets the principal development standards in a local environmental plan, setback 
guidelines in a DCP and/or relevant state environmental planning policy; 

- does not include a 4.6 variation. 

The proposed changes may result in a significant reduction in the number of development 
applications that are notified. This will reduce the overall community participation in planning 
matters, which may be contradictory to the object of the Act.  The proposed changes may 
result in an increased development application lodgement timeframe as the application will 
need to be reviewed to determine if it needs to be notified or not. 
There may be a benefit to Councils in the reduced notification requirements. The 
administrative process of notifying applications includes identifying if the application requires 
notification and if so the timeframe, identify adjoining landowners who need to be notified, 
generating letters and sending this in the post, ensuring that the required documentation is 
publicly available (ie on a Council’s website), receiving and acknowledging submissions, 
considering submissions, notifying submission makers of the outcome and any further 
modification or review applications. This would therefore result in efficiency and cost savings 
for Councils, and a more streamlined assessment process as there are no submissions to 
consider. 
It is expected that there will be community opposition to the proposed notification exemptions, 
as neighbouring property owners will not have an opportunity to comment on the impacts that 
a proposed development may have on their property and amenity, or offer any suggestions 
in regards to shadowing, view loss, and overall design outcomes. It is suggested that this be 
further considered to ensure that any statewide CPP meets the object of the Act: The 
community has a right to be informed about planning matters that affect it. 
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8.0 How the community can participate in planning assessment functions  
As part of Council’s planning assessment functions Council determines, by way of approval or 
refusal, a range of development applications. Council’s planning assessment functions enable 
Council to consult and inform the community. 

8.1 What applications will be notified? 

Council will publicly exhibit the following development types: 

a) All development applications (including designated) with the exception of the following: 
 Single storey residential outbuildings and single storey residential additions and 

alterations that comply with the relevant height, floor space ratio, setback and cut 
& fill requirements 

 Subdivision of existing buildings (i.e. the subdivision of an existing dual occupancy 
etc.) 

 Changes from one commercial use to another, excluding changes for licensed 
premises.  

b) Modifications of development consent with the exception of the following: 
 Modification fixing minor error (i.e. wrong plan numbers, error in approval etc.)  
 Modification involving minor environmental impact where no public submission/s 

was received to the original development application 
c) Review of planning decision only where a public submission/s was received to the 

original development application.  

8.2 Who will be notified? 

When publicly exhibiting applications, described in Section 8.1 above, Council will notify affected 
property owners of development applications. Affected property owners are those that own land 
that is directly adjoining the land for which an application has been lodged. Adjoining land means 
land which abuts an application site or is separated from it only by a rail or road corridor, pathway, 
driveway or similar thoroughfare.  

Where adjoining or neighbouring land comprises a strata titled or community titled development 
Council will notify the individual property owners within the relevant Owners’ Corporation or 
Association. 

Additional property owners may be notified if, in the opinion of Council’s assessing officer, the 
enjoyment of land for those properties may be detrimentally affected by the development proposal. 

For Modifications and Reviews of Planning decisions where a submission/s was received to the 
original development application Council will only notify the individual/s who lodged the public 
submission. 

8.3 How will people be notified? 

Affected property owners will receive a written notice from Council which provides information 
about the proposal and how they may make a submission in relation to the applications, described 
in Section 8.1 above.  

Other member of the community will have access to development application information through: 

a) Council’s DA Tracker,  
b) periodic notice in a local newspaper of development applications that have been 

received 
c) specific notice in a newspaper in compliance with the Regulation for designated 

development, State significant development and  
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d) a sign shall be erected on the proposed development site during the notification period 
for: 
 designated developments  
 proposals with a value of works in excess of $1,000,000 
 subdivision in excess of 10 lots 

The sign shall be installed at the site boundary at the commencement of the notification period 

e) Significant and major development applications that are likely to attract significant public 
interest and/or are situated on prominent sites will also be referred to the relevant 
Precinct Committee or Ratepayer Association 

8.4 How long will development proposals be notified for? 

Type of application Minimum 
exhibition period 

Development applications, described in Section 8.1 above (excluding 
those listed below) 

14 days 

Applications for designated development 28 days 

Environmental Impact Statements obtained under Division 5.1 28 days 

 

The period between 20 December and 10 January (inclusive) is excluded from the calculations of 
a period of public exhibition. 

If a particular matter has different exhibition or notification periods that apply under this Part, the 
longer period applies. 

8.5 What information will be made available? 

All information relating to an application will be made available on Council’s DA Tracker for the 
extent of the exhibition period. The information is also available for inspection at Council’s 
Administration Building. Some of the information relating to an application is covered by Copyright 
laws. Once the exhibition period has closed Council is unable to make such information publicly 
available. 

Council is not required to make available for public inspection any part of an environmental impact 
statement whose publication would, in the opinion of the public authority, be contrary to the public 
interest because of its confidential nature or for any other reason. 
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